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Claims 

We claim: 

A method for retrieving and displaying 
programming^nformation, comprising the steps of: 

selecting one of a plurality of categories of 
said programming information by scrolling a category display 
displaying an arraV of category tiles representing said categories 
10 until one of said category tiles representing said selected category 
appears within a viewmg panel; 

selecting one of a plurality of subcategories of 

said programming information by scrolling a subcategory display 

displaying an array of Subcategory tiles representing said 
15 subcategories until one of s^id subcategory tiles representing said 
selected subcategory appeaA wkhin said viewing panel, each of 
said subcategories being asspcmted with at least one of said 
categories; and (Y 

selecting one of a plurality of programs of said 
_ 20 programming information by ^roiling a program display 
displaying an array of program tiles representing said programs 
until one of said program tiles representing said selected program 
appears within said viewing panel, each of said programs being 
associated with at least one of said subcategories, 
25 wherein said viewinApanel extends along at 

least a portion of said category display, said subcategory display, 
and said program display to display oneWch of said category 
tiles, subcategory tiles, and program tiles. 

30 2. The method recited in Claim \, wherein each of 

said subcategories is associated with said selected category, and 
each of said selected programs is associated w\th said selected 
subcategory. 
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3. The method recited in Claim 1, wherein selecting 
one of said Categories causes said subcategory display to show at 
least one of\said subcategory tiles representing one of said 
subcategories associated with said selected category, and selecting 
one of said subcategories display causes said program display to 
show to at least one of said program tiles representing one of said 
programs associated with said selected subcategory. 

4. The Jnethod recited in Claim 3, wherein scrolling 
said program display moves chronologically through said 
program tiles representing programs that are associated with said 
selected subcategory. 




5. The meth^tecLfed in Claim 1, wherein said step 
of selecting one of said categories comprises: 

moving a rocus frame along said viewing panel 
to said category display, said focus frame operative to supply an 
indication of user control of me display of said category tiles 
when said focus frame is positioired along said category display; 

scrolling in a Selected vertical direction said 
category tiles until said category tile representing said selected 
category appears within said viewing^ panel. 



6. The method recited in^laim 5, wherein said step 
25 of selecting one of said subcategories comprises: 

moving said focus fname along said viewing 
panel to said subcategory display, said focus frame operative to 
supply an indication of user control af the display of said 
subcategory tiles when said focus frame i^ positioned along said 
30 subcategory display; 

scrolling in a selected vertical direction said 
subcategory tiles until said subcategory tile representing said 
selected subcategory appears within said viewing panel. 
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S7. The method recited in Claim 6, wherein said step 
of selecting ot^c of said programs comprises: 

moving said focus frame along said viewing 
panel to said ^ogram display, said focus frame operative to 
supply an indication of user control of the display of said 
program tiles whVn said focus frame is positioned along said 
program display; 

sck>lling in a selected vertical direction said 
program tiles until said program tile representing said selected 
program appears within>said viewing panel. 



8. The method recited in Claim 1, wherein said 
array of category tiles andV said array of subcategory tiles are 
maintained in alphabetical okder for represented categories and 

15 subcategories. 

9. The method r4c)tea in Claim 1, wherein said 
array of program tiles is maintained in time-sorted order for 
represented programs. 

20 

10. The method reciteci in Claim 1, wherein each 
of said program tiles comprises at leak program name, program 
date and start time, and program channek 

25 11. The method recited in XZlaim 1, wherein said 

program tiles are ordered in time-sorted Vder for represented 
programs, and said program display includes a plurality of date 
tiles representing dates, each of said date tiles separating said 
program tiles associated with one of said dates ffom said program 

30 tiles associated with another one of said dates. 




12. The method of Claim 11, wherein said 
program display further comprises a date status indicator 
operative to display one of said dates associated with \nc of said 
35 program tiles appearing within said viewing panel. 
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13\. The method of Claim 1, wherein said category 
display, said subckes6ry display, and said program display are 
operative to displifyJ^t_J*ny P articu lar interval up to a 
predetermined numbjgr/bf said category tiles, said subcategory 
tiles, and said program tilesNv 
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\ 14. A system for displaying' programming 
information,\omprising: 

a category display for displaying an array of 
category tiles Yepresenting categories of said programming 
information; 

\a subcategory display for displaying an array 
of subcategory tilts representing subcategories, each of said 
subcategories associated with at least one of said categories, said 
10 subcategory display located adjacent to said category display; 

a program display for displaying an array of 
program tiles, each of sW programs associated with at least one 
of said subcategories, sa^d program display located adjacent to 
said subcategory display; and 
15 a viewing panel extending along a portion of 

each of said category displaV^said subcategory display, and said 
program display for displaying/one each of said category tiles, 
subcategory tiles, and programViiesX 

wherein said\subcategory display, responsive 
20 to one of said category tiles representing a selected category 
appearing within said viewing panel, displays at least one of said 
subcategory tiles representing one of said subcategories associated 
with said selected category, and \ 

said program display, responsive to one of said 
25 subcategory tiles representing a selected subcategory appearing 
within said viewing panel, displays at least one of said program 
tiles representing an available one ofysaid programs associated 
with said selected subcategory. 

30 15. The system recited\in Claim 14 further 

comprising a focus frame movable along said viewing panel, said 
focus frame responsive to placement proximate to one of said 
category display, said subcategory display, and said program 
display, to enable control of the display one of said category tiles. 

35 subcategory tiles, and program tiles. \ 
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M6. The system recited in Claim 15, wherein said 
category tile^of said category display are scrollable in response 
to moving saicnfocus frame proximate to said category display. 
5 \ 

17. \ The system recited in Claim 16, wherein said 
subcategory tiles\of said subcategory display are scrollable in 
response to moving said focus frame proximate to said 
subcategory display^ 

10 \ 

18. THe system recited in Claim 17, wherein said 
program tiles of said Wogram display are scrollable in response 
to moving said focus frame proximate to said category display. 

15 19. The 9y stem recited in Claim 18, wherein 

scrolling said program ctisplay moves chronologically through 
said program tiles representing programs that are associated with 
said selected subcategory. V\ 

20 20. The sys(tem recited in Claim 14, wherein said 

array of category tiles and said array of subcategory tiles are 
maintained in alphabetical order for represented categories and 
subcategories. \ 

25 21. The system recited in Claim 14, wherein said 

array of program tiles is maintained in time-sorted order for 
represented programs. \ 

22. The system recited in Claim 14, wherein each 
30 of said program tiles comprises at least program name, program 

date and start time, and program channel. 

23. The system recited in Claim 14, wherein said 
program tiles are ordered in time-sorteu order for represented 

35 programs, and said program display includes a plurality of date 
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tiies representing dates, each of said date tiles separating said 
program tiles associated with one of said dates from said program 
tiles associated with another one of said dates. 

\ 24. The system of Claim 23, wherein said program 
display further comprises a date status indicator operative to 
display ofie of said dates associated with said program tile 
appearing within said viewing panel. 

25. The system of Claim 14, wherein said category 
display, said subcategory display, and said program display are 
operative to respectively display up to a predetermined number of 
said category tiles/\said subcategory tiles, and said program tiles. 

26. Th¥system of Claim 14, wherein said category 
tiles are stored withanykdatabase and are retrievable to support 
the display of said category tiles by said category display. 

27. The system of Claim 26, wherein said 
subcategory tiles are stored Vithin said database, and at least one 
of said subcategory tiles representing one of said subcategories 
associated with said selected\category is retrieved from said 
database in response to one of said category tiles representing said 
selected category appearing within said viewing panel. 

28. The system of Claim 27, wherein said program 
tiles are stored within said database, and at least one of said 
program tiles representing one of saiq programs associated with 
said selected subcategory is retrieveM from said database in 
response to one of said subcategory tiles Representing said selected 
subcategory appearing within said viewinapanel. 
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29. A method for selecting and displaying 
programing information, comprising the steps of: 

selecting one of a plurality of categories of 
said programming information by scrolling a category display 
displaying\an array of category tiles representing said categories 
until one of\said category tiles representing said selected category 
appears withisj a viewing panel; 

selecting one of a plurality of subcategories of 
said programmiiW information, each of said subcategories being 
10 associated with sard selected category, by scrolling a subcategory 
display displaying an array of subcategory tiles representing said 
subcategories until one of said subcategory tiles representing said 
selected subcategory appears within said viewing panel; and 

selecting one of a plurality of programs of said 
15 programming information, each of said programs being 
associated with said selected subcategory, by scrolling a program 
display displaying an arrav^olf program tiles representing said 
programs until one of ^ul/pragtam tiles representing said 
selected program appears wkhin said viewing panel, 
20 wherein said viewing panel extends along at 

least a portion of said category\display, subcategory display, and 
program display and supplies a\highlighted display one each of 
said category tiles, said subcategory tiles, and said program tiles 
appearing within said viewing pane 

25 

30. The method recitfed in Claim 29, wherein said 
step of selecting one of said categories 

moving a focus fraiAe along said viewing panel 
to said category display, said focus frame operative to supply an 
30 indication of user control of the display of said category tiles 
when said focus frame is positioned pro\imate to said category 
display; 

scrolling in a selected vertical direction said 
category tiles until said category tile representing said selected 
35 category appears within said viewing panel. 
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31. The method recited in Claim 30, wherein said 
step orVselecting one of said subcategories comprises: 

moving a focus frame along said viewing 
panel to>said subcategory display, said focus frame operative to 
supply aik indication of user control of the display of said 
subcategoryuiles when said focus frame is positioned proximate 
to said subcategory display; 

scrolling in a selected vertical direction said 
subcategory tiles until said subcategory tile representing said 
selected subcategory appears within said viewing panel. 

32. The method recited in Claim 31, wherein said 
step of selecting one of said programs comprises: 

moving a focus frame along said viewing panel 
to said program display \said focus frame operative to supply an 
indication of user control ofjthe display of said program tiles 
when said focus frame is ppsijfioned proximate to said program 
display; 

scrolling in\a selected vertical direction said 
program tiles until said prograki tile representing said selected 
program appears within said viewing panel. 



33. The method recited in Claim 29, wherein said 
25 array of category tiles and said array of subcategory tiles are 
maintained in alphabetical order for represented categories and 
subcategories, and said array of prograV tiles is maintained in 
time-sorted order for represented prograi 



30 34. The method recited in Cl^mi 29, wherein said 

program tiles are ordered in time-sorted oroter for represented 
programs, and said program display includes axplurality of date 
tiles representing dates, each of said date tiles separating said 
program tiles associated with one of said dates fron\said program 

35 tiles associated with a another one of said dates. 
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^ method of Claim 29, wherein said 
program displajN/ujther comprises a date status indicator 
operative to displty^ne of said dates associated with said 
program file appearing wfrbui said viewing panel. 



